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danger, by no means improbable, that the whole of    CHAP.
the British trade would gradually become a smuggled      ___*
one, and that in such an event the government of
that country, finding their revenue from the trade
no longer secure, might put an end to it altogether.*
In the tea trade it was pointed out that competi-
tion must be imperfect; because, though the trade
might be thrown open as far as England was con-
cerned, it would still in China be confined to the
Hong, to which the Committee of the House of Lords,
in 1830, reported the Company's influence to be a
necessary and efficient counterpoise. The danger
to be apprehended to the revenue of England from
opening the trade was again glanced at, notwith-
standing the rebuke with which its previous intro-
duction had been visited, and the probable ineffi-
ciency of any officer of the Crown stationed at
Canton compared with that of persons who were
the sole managers of an extensive and valuable
trade, was suggested.!
On the question of accounts it was declared, as it
always had been, that the court had no desire to
* It is worthy of remark, that the conduct of the free traders
has gone far to justify the apprehension expressed in the passage
above cited. The trade has heen suspended, and an expenditure
of much treasure and some blood has been necessary to obtain its
re-establishment. Even since that event, the British representa-
tive, Sir Henry Pottinger, has been compelled to address to his
countrymen in China a lecture on the necessity of observing the
laws,
t In this iByjtanee also the anticipations of the court have been
verified;